; - Ppeiq4

Q. Cuti ana.%.se the literany sounces to neconstuct _
| The Pasf.me% Pt

Ans. Li sources constitute a cwcial —ber 5 onee. 4
ﬂecmbzaf)ﬁmr? the past, ngmgagg;%,@gmad# }el;P,-c,gfe.sﬁTM

works, .gaa:&ﬁcal teeals hies, chronicles and

' vellexs' accounts .7 inate not olitical
W but also the social, economic, neligious anaﬁm%?néﬂlecw
Life of histovical societies. As E.H. Caxr apg%s obsexved.
"The facts speak ar;/zxwhen the histovian on them.”
| economial ,&z af hi.

% 7 Literany texts acquive histovical value thiough cxitcal intorpretatin
,}mﬂwr)ﬂun mexe accepfanac? The Vedas, Buddhist and  Jain
Literatuee, epics, Puranas, Arthashasta, Sangam works,

iRaJtamngIni , medieval chronicles and accaumfsfﬁf’ -fowgn

 travellers caﬂfed?vdg prleectived, Faiohniae |

piawde a nch bqi: wﬁgelij

Keligious and
. | The Vedas " illuminate Vedic political .
institutions, pastoval economy and social onganisation, while
fater Vedic texts reveal the growing wgﬂ; ce of
agriculture, Kingship and social fication .

ical. societies .

extensive evidence ?for
af .Indf'an /u'sib'ré( e
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valuable Ffor recovering the ‘ideas and mentalities
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- Buddhist Tripitakas and Jatakas throw light on the Mahajanapadas,

| urbm;'saf?bn ,/*mer;?/mnfs A ‘gm'ﬁ(s and ﬁyfade ; Jain féxfs |

provide an alfernative perspective on contemporary society.

,eﬂve Ramayana, Ma/-’;b/ngmfa and ms azeserve?

- traditions concerning Kingship, 5@%3‘/1:)9 , social values

- and dynasties. The Arl{as/gxﬁa (s valuable for

studying administration, Taxation, diplomacy and

economic requlation, while Sangam /f'#:rm‘ure provides

important ‘evidence for early South Indian

polity, society and maritime trade. Works such as

Kalidasa’s “writings and Banabhatta's Harshacharita
_illuminate courtly and cultural life

| pas-f'.

| Yet these sources cannat be read literally: religious fexts
. contain ﬂxea/a‘gica/ and m y‘/‘/m/ag:'ca/ elements,; epics underwent
layers of composition; Puranic genealogies may be inconsistent;
and normative works such as the” Manusmriti and _
Arthashastra oftfen deseﬁ%e"an ideal or prescribed order |
_rather than actual social practice. As R.G. Collingwood
stated, “All history is the history of thought,”
reminding us that literary texts are partficular |
| Vaag?a{b_/'/e. for recovering "the ideas and ment: J‘ff?’_‘;&?‘%
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Hustorical chronicles and. foreign accounts add further
 dimensiony to- recorstruction. Kalhana’s Rojotoaongine,
withv s concern for chwonology and use of earlier
- traditions, nseriptions and genealogies, represents
_an imporfant oftempt ot historical wrifng.

- Megosthenes' Indica provides information on Mawwyon

- sotiefy and adwunistrafion ; the Peryplus of the
 Erythwaean Sea dduminofts moarifime trade and ports;
. Fogion and Xuanzong offer veluable observatfions
on Buddhism, education, cities and political
conditions ; and AlL-Burunl's Kitab-ul-Hind
provides a detoiled comparative account of
- Indian religion, phiosophy, science and

- soclety.

 Medieval works such as Tabagat-c-Nasire, Tortkh~

. (~Flroz Shaii, Akbarnoma and Awn-i-Akbare are
ndispensable for reconstructing the Delpi
Sulfanate and Mughal periods. Nevertheless, UWterary
evidence s affected by awthorship, patronage,
_cdw(oywal/ bw»y ,cetwfw& raporfwg, evdtural
chronology and frmwwuow religion, philosophy, science

'Msoua‘y
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Court chronicles could 3/0:'{7 rulers, while foreign
travellers could misundersfand unfamiliar cusfoms or

generalise from limifed observations. Therefore, lifera
‘evidence must be fested aqainst inscriptfions, coins,

Aarchaeo/gfgy, art- and architecture. The historian’s fask is

" not- mer:
Lauthorship, purpose, context, silences and corroborating

To collect fexts but fo inferrogafe their

evidence .

L ——

Conclusion — /.ﬂamty sources are indispensable ‘
 because they reveal both the events of the past and the
infellectual, “social and idleological worldls in_ which
people lived. However, they are neither fransparent records of
reality nor sources fo be dismissed because of their biases.
Their historical value emerges through source criticism,
confextualisation and corroboration” with maferial and
archocological evidence. As Marc Bloch emphasised,
_/lisfrwy is concerned with human beings in time;
consequently, the reconstruction of the past requires a
‘aﬁ'c:f?ue een Texts, material remains and the

-questions posed by the historian .

| Liferary sources therefore remain most
valuable when read crifically rather Than
[iterally.




