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« Lokpal of India observed its Foundation Day on 16 January 2026, marking its operational start in 2014 as an
independent statutory anti-corruption ombudsman under the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013.
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« Praveen Vashista (IPS, 1991 batch) took oath as Vigilance Commissioner in the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC)
on 16 January 2026, the apex vigilance body established in 1964 and made statutory in 2003.
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+ Justice David Annoussamy, former judge of the Madras High Court, passed
away at the age of 98; he earlier served as Chief Judge of the Puducherry Court,
headed the committee recommending November 1 as Puducherry’s
Independence Day, and was the Honorary President of Alliance Francaise de
Pondicherry.
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» Wings India 2026, Asia’s largest civil aviation event, will be held from 28-31 January 2026 at Begumpet Airport,
Hyderabad, showcasing the future of global aviation with aircraft displays, air shows and performances by the IAF’s
Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team, under the theme “Indian Aviation: Paving the Future”.
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¢ Odisha government launched the ‘Aame Padhiba Aama Bhasare’ scheme, a five-year initiative to provide early childhood
education in the mother tongue for children aged 3-6 years, with trained Anganwadi workers and added focus on women's
empowerment, child welfare, and child marriage prevention.
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e The world’s largest Shivling, the Sahasralingam, has been installed at the under-construction Virat Ramayan Mandir in
Motihari, Bihar, carved from a single black granite stone and with the temple complex scheduled for completion by 2030.
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e The Maharashtra Cabinet has approved the 4,775 crore Bembla River Irrigation Project in Yavatmal district under PMKSY
to boost irrigation and agricultural productivity in the Vidarbha region, along with clearing the creation of MAHIMA to
support overseas employment for youth.
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Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh launched India’s first open-sea marine fish farming pilot project at North Bay in the

Andaman Sea, aiming to grow marine finfish and seaweed in natural ocean conditions while boosting coastal livelihoods
through scientific innovation.
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US President Donald Trump announced a new ‘Board of Peace’ to lead the second phase of his Gaza Peace Plan, with the
board overseeing governance, reconstruction, funding and long-term stability in Gaza, and Trump serving as its Chairman.
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