
Reckoning: A time when past mistakes or actions must be dealt with or punished.
Snowballed: A situation that grows much bigger or more serious very quickly.
Persistence: Continuing to do something even when it is difficult or people oppose
it.
Resentment: A feeling of anger because you feel you have been treated unfairly.
Stringent: Very strict, precise, and exacting rules or conditions.
Sanctions: Penalties or restrictions placed on a country to force it to obey
international laws.
Entrenched: An attitude or habit that is so firmly established that it is difficult to
change.
Subsidies: Money given by a government to keep the price of goods (like food) low.
Upheavals: Violent or sudden changes or disruptions to a regular system.
Convergence: The process of two or more things coming together at the same point.
Unsustainable: Something that cannot be continued or maintained at the current
level.
Grievances: Real or imagined wrongs that cause people to complain or protest.
Isolated: Being alone or far away from others; having no support.
Electorate: All the people in a country who are entitled to vote in an election.
Apparatus: The complex structure of a particular organization or government.
Theocracy: A system of government in which priests or religious leaders rule.
Cursory: Something done quickly or without much attention to detail.
Discredited: Something that has lost its good reputation or is no longer believed to
be true.
Credible: Something that is able to be believed or trusted.
Imperial: Relating to an empire or a country that tries to control other nations.
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What started as a small strike by shopkeepers in Tehran on December 28 has
grown into the biggest challenge for the Iranian government since 1979. The
country is facing a major economic crisis with rising prices and a collapsing
currency, made worse by international sanctions and recent military attacks.
When the government raised fuel prices and cut food help, the public became
angry, leading to violent protests and a harsh crackdown by the state. While
some groups claim hundreds of protesters have died, the government reports
that security officers have also been killed.
The situation is even more dangerous because U.S. President Donald Trump
has suggested military intervention and encouraged protesters to take over
government buildings. However, the article argues that another war is not the
answer. It points out that many people still support the government and the
military remains loyal. Instead of an outside attack, which could cause more
chaos and suffering like in Iraq or Libya, the article suggests that Iran needs
real internal changes and foreign help to fix its economic and social
problems.
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