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The great reckoning

Iran needs more freedoms and quick
reforms, not another war

hat began as a localised strike by
w shopkeepers in Tehran's Grand Ba-

zaar on December 28 over the col-
lapsing rial and soaring inflation has snowballed
into the gravest challenge the Islamic Republic
has faced since its founding in 1979. The scale and
the persistence of protests laid bare deep-seated
public resentment towards the state. Iran, long
barttered by stringent western sanctions, is grap-
pling with entrenched economic distress that
worsened after Israel's bombing campaign in
June 2025, In December, the government raised
fuel prices and rolled back some food subsidies, a
move that, combined with surging prices of es-
sentials, ignited public anger. Protests turned vio-
lent last week, prompting a brutal state crack-
down. Rights groups in the U.S. and Norway
claimed that hundreds of protesters were killed,
while Iran’s state media reported that dozens of
security personnel were killed by “rioters”. Iran
has weathered internal upheavals before and has
repeatedly faced external aggression, most re-
cently the Israeli-American attack in June. But
what makes the crisis now distinct is the conver-
gence of both: domestic unrest unfolding along
with the threat of external intervention. On Janu-
ary 13, U.S. President Donald Trump, who had re-
peatedly threatened to make a military interven-
tion, urged the protesters to “take over” Iran's
institutions and said “help is on its way”.

Iran’s political and economic system is unsus-
tainable. Repeated protests have exposed struc-
tural weaknesses, while the state has shown little
capacity to address public grievances. But the so-
lution is not another bombing campaign. While
Iran’s rulers are under pressure, it is wrong to as-
sume that they are internally isolated. About 30
million people, roughly 50% of the electorate,
voted in the 2024 presidential elections. On Janu-
ary 12, thousands of Iranians took to the streets in
pro-government rallies. Despite the Israeli bomb-
ings, sustained protests and Mr. Trump’s threats,
there are no visible cracks in the loyalty of the se-
curity apparatus. An American attack aimed at
forced regime change would risk plunging the re-
gion into deeper chaos or throwing Iran into pro-
longed cycles of violence. Instead of “liberation™
from the tyranny of theocracy, a war would bring
more suffering to the people. Anyone with even a
cursory understanding of U.S. invasions in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq and Libya knows that regime
change wars do not resolve internal political cris-
es. Yet, the U.S. appears prepared to repeat the
discredited and dangerous path. Those genuinely
concerned about the well-being of Iran should in-
stead press for engagement with its rulers and en-
courage meaningful reform. What Iran needs is
quick, credible change to address its economic,
political and social crises, a task Tehran can un-
dertake only with foreign assistance — not with
another imperial war.
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e Reckoning: A time when past mistakes or actions must be dealt with or punished.

o Snowballed: A situation that grows much bigger or more serious very quickly.

o Persistence: Continuing to do something even when it is difficult or people oppase
it.

o Resentment: A feeling of anger because you feel you have been treated unfairly.

o Stringent: Very strict, precise, and exacting rules or conditions.

o Sanctions: Penalties or restrictions placed on a country to force it to obey
international laws.

o Entrenched: An attitude or habit that is so firmly established that it is difficult to
change.

o Subsidies: Money given by a government to keep the price of goods (like food) low.

o Upheavals: Violent or sudden changes or disruptions to a reqular system.

o Convergence: The process of two or more things coming together at the same point.

o Unsustainable: Something that cannot be continued or maintained at the current
level.

o (rievances: Real or imagined wrongs that cause people to complain or protest.

o [solated: Being alone or far away from others; having no support.

o [lectorate: All the people in a country who are entitled to vote in an election.

o Apparatus: The complex structure of a particular organization or government.

o Theocracy: A system of government in which priests or religious leaders rule.

e (ursory: Something done quickly or without much attention to detail.

o Discredited: Something that has lost its good reputation or is no longer believed to
be true.

o (redible: Something that is able to be believed or trusted.

o [mperial: Relating to an empire or a country that tries to control other nations.

Iran's Crisis: A Need
for Reform, Not War

NS

The Brief Box

What started as a small strike by shopkeepers in Tehran on December 28 has
grown into the biggest challenge for the Iranian government since 1979. The
country is facing a major economic crisis with rising prices and a collapsing
currency, made worse by international sanctions and recent military attacks.
When the government raised fuel prices and cut food help, the public became
angry, leading to violent protests and a harsh crackdown by the state. While
some groups claim hundreds of protesters have died, the government reports
that security officers have also been killed.

The situation is even more dangerous because U.S. President Donald Trump
has suggested military intervention and encouraged protesters to take over
government buildings. However, the article argues that another war is not the
answer. It points out that many people still support the government and the
military remains loyal. Instead of an outside attack, which could cause more
chaos and suffering like in Iraq or Libya, the article suggests that Iran needs
real internal changes and foreign help to fix its economic and social
problems.
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