
The Brief Box

Protecting the Aravallis: Why Long-Term
Thinking Matters”

 Ancient – very old
 Geological – related to the structure and history of the Earth
 Predates – existed before
 High-stakes – involving serious risk or importance
 Quarrying – cutting stones or minerals from the ground
 Urban sprawl – uncontrolled expansion of cities
 Controversial – causing disagreement or debate
 Legal protection – protection given by law
 Ecologist – a scientist who studies the environment
 Ecosystem – a system where plants, animals, and nature interact
 Veritable – real or true
 Vegetation – plants and greenery of an area
 Erosion – wearing away of soil by wind or water
 Collapse – complete breakdown or failure
 Drainage systems – natural paths through which water flows
 Food webs – interconnected food chains in nature
 Formidable – very strong or powerful
 Aquifers – underground layers that store water
 Biological corridors – natural pathways that help animals and plants survive and
move
 Gene pool – total genetic variety of a species
 Interconnectedness – how different parts are closely linked
 Evolutionary – related to gradual natural development over time
 Interdependence – mutual dependence on each other
 Short-termism – focus only on immediate benefits
 Oversimplification – making something too simple and ignoring important details
 Arbitrary – based on personal choice, not reason
 Interdisciplinary – involving many fields of study
 Administrative boundaries – borders created for governance
 Sustainable – able to continue without harming nature
 Geological timescale – extremely long periods in Earth’s history
 Irreplaceable – cannot be replaced
 Megadiverse – having very rich biodiversity
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The Aravalli mountain range is very old—older than the Himalayas—and is extremely important for India’s environment. However, it is being badly damaged
because of mining, quarrying, construction, and urban expansion, especially in Rajasthan, Haryana, and the NCR region. Although the Supreme Court has paused
a rule that defined mountains only by height (which could have removed protection from many areas), the danger to the Aravallis still continues.
The writer uses the idea of “thinking like a mountain,” a concept by ecologist Aldo Leopold. Leopold learned that killing wolves disturbed nature’s balance—more
deer then destroyed vegetation, leading to ecosystem collapse. Similarly, today’s policymakers focus too much on short-term benefits like construction
materials, without considering long-term environmental harm.
The Aravallis play a crucial role:
They influence the monsoon, Stop the spread of the Thar Desert, Recharge groundwater, Support forests, wildlife, and biodiversity, Act as carbon sinks.
Defining hills only by height is too simplistic and allows many ecologically sensitive areas to be mined. The author welcomes the Supreme Court’s decision to
form a new committee, stressing that environmental decisions must be based on scientific and interdisciplinary research.
Finally, the article argues that the Aravallis should be treated as one single ecosystem, not divided by district or state boundaries. While forests can regrow in a
few decades, mountains formed over millions of years cannot be replaced. If leaders do not learn to think long-term and “like a mountain,” India’s ecological
future will suffer.
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