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National Startup Day is observed on 16 January 2026 to mark 10 years of the Startup India Initiative, launched in 2016 to
promote innovation, entrepreneurship, ease of doing business, funding support, and job creation in India.
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e National Investigation Agency (NIA):
Senior IPS officer Rakesh Aggarwal has been appointed as the Director General of NIA, with tenure till 31 August 2028.

e Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP):
Former Haryana DGP Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor has been named Director General of ITBP till 31 October 2026, replacing
Praveen Kumar.

e Border Security Force (BSF):
Praveen Kumar, an IPS officer of the West Bengal cadre, has been appointed as the Director General of BSF, serving till 30
September 2030, his date of retirement.

¢ G. Rajkumar, popularly known as “Kurinji Rajkumar” and the driving force behind the Save
Kurinji Campaign, passed away at 70; his efforts were crucial in creating awareness for the
conservation of Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthiana), a rare purplish flowering shrub that
blooms once every 12 years in the high-altitude shola grasslands of the Western Ghats.
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e The U.S. FDA has approved Zycubo (copper histidinate) as the first-ever treatment for pediatric Menkes disease, a rare X-
linked genetic disorder that disrupts copper metabolism and leads to severe neurological damage, growth failure, and
characteristic “kinky hair,” with early copper therapy helping to reduce symptoms and improve survival.
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« Australia women’s cricket captain Alyssa Healy has announced her retirement from
international cricket after a 15-year illustrious career, having earlier already stepped away
from T20 Internationals.
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