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« International Data Privacy Day is observed on 28 January to promote awareness about protecting personal data and
privacy. It was started by the Council of Europe in 2006 and marks the anniversary of Convention 108 (1981), the
world’s first data protection law. The day is celebrated globally as Data Protection Day or Privacy Day.

Theme: “Privacy by Design: Building Digital Trust.”
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f2: “Privacy by Design: Building Digital Trust.”

« Nagaland has set up its first Drone School and Drone Centre of Excellence at the Nagaland GIS and Remote Sensing
Centre in Kohima. The initiative aims to train youth in advanced drone technology, promote innovation, and create
skill-based employment. The centre will also help spread technical knowledge to districts and remote areas, ensuring
that modern technology reaches the last mile.
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« Flight Lieutenant Akshita Dhankar of the Indian Air Force made history by unfurling the Tricolour alongside
President Droupadi Murmu at the 77th Republic Day parade; she hails from Kasni village, Haryana, and was
commissioned in June 2023.
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« The President of India approved the Jeevan Raksha Padak Awards 2025 for 30 individuals, including 6 posthumous,
to honour acts of bravery in saving lives—comprising 6 Sarvottam, 6 Uttam and 18 Jeevan Raksha Padak awardees,
with cash awards ranging from 1 lakh to 2 lakh.

. SRS AFATS 203¢ AER GG T 9WEF 2FHR ST FECRA 9o & Jhe(d T SIICS, [ T & GTCF
TGS emiF T ZCACZ | G2 TR ARPFOR L G THIF FIECSF RF© (0T | FFFRLATSHR (L ACACE & Tl
TGN G T 2V, b Tl TGN G T 2UF @R Sb Tl G TF| 2MF &A19IF | 99V TR AT IS o7 (ACF 32
=% e e 2oz |

« India’s Department of Food and Public Distribution has been named a finalist for the 2026 Franz Edelman Award for
its “Anna Chakra” initiative, an operations research-based system developed with WFP India and IIT Delhi to
optimise logistics and strengthen the Public Distribution System.
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+ Dr. Chandrakant Lahariya, former WHO staff member, won the Wiley Research Heroes Prize 2025 in the “Impact
Beyond Academia” category, becoming the first Indian to receive this international award for his impactful work in
public health policy.
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« Receivables Exchange of India Ltd (RXIL) became India’s first TReDS platform to announce an interim dividend
(21.6%), marking a milestone in its financial maturity and role in improving MSME liquidity.
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« India’s UPI will be launched in Japan on a trial basis in FY 2026 through a partnership between NPCI and Japan’s
NTT Data, marking a major step in the global expansion of India’s digital payment system.
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« Former BCCI President IS Bindra Dies at 84 — Inderjit Singh Bindra, ex-president of BCCI (1993-1996), passed away
in New Delhi at the age of 84.
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« NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope has created the sharpest and most detailed map of dark matter so far, revealing
how this invisible substance—making up about 85% of the universe’s matter—interacts with visible galaxies and
stars.
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« Kerala has officially declared Bacillus subtilis as its State Microbe, recognising this beneficial, non-pathogenic soil
bacterium for its probiotic nature, antibiotic-producing ability, and wide use in agriculture as a natural fungicide.
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+ India has made a historic debut as a Partner Country at Gulfood 2026 in Dubai, with APEDA leading participation
and showcasing 161 exhibitors from 25 Indian states and regions at the world’s largest food and beverage sourcing
event.
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« India and the EU signed a historic Free Trade Agreement (FTA), dubbed the “mother of all deals,” expected to
benefit labour-intensive sectors, remove/reduce duties on over 90% of EU exports to India, simplify customs,
support climate action, protect EU IP, and boost digital and service trade.
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