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e American evolutionary biologist Toby Kiers has won the prestigious Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement 2026 for
her groundbreaking research on mycorrhizal fungi and their role in ecology and climate.
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¢ Karnataka Bank received the IBA Banking Technology Award for excellence in Fintech and Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) adoption.
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¢ India’s indigenous D4 Counter-Drone System and Dharashakti Integrated Electronic Warfare (EW) System have been
honoured with the SKOCH Award (Gold Category), highlighting the country’s growing capabilities in electronic warfare, air
defence, and counter-drone technologies.
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e European Council President Anténio Costa and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen will be the Chief
Guests at India’s 77th Republic Day, and will also co-chair the 16th India-EU Summit on January 27, 2026.
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e Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the 3rd International Kite Festival 2026 at Baansera Park, New Delhi,
celebrating cultural unity during Makar Sankranti and related harvest festivals.
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e Voyager 1, launched by NASA in 1977, is the most distant human-made spacecraft and is set to become the first object to
reach one light-day from Earth, after being the first to enter interstellar space in 2012.
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¢ India has reported its first confirmed case of pufferfish poisoning, caused by tetrodotoxin (TTX)—one of the most powerful
natural neurotoxins—found in pufferfish (order Tetraodontiformes), which are IUCN-listed as Vulnerable and occur in major
Indian river systems including the Ganga, Brahmaputra, Mahanadi and the Western Ghats.
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+ Yemen appointed Foreign Minister Shaya Mohsin al-Zindani as its new Prime Minister after the resignation of Salem
bin Breik.
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+ Justice Sujoy Paul took oath as the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, administered by West Bengal Governor
C.V. Ananda Bose.
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¢ The World Economic Forum’s Global Risks Report 2026 ranks geoeconomic confrontation as the top short-term global risk,
surpassing armed conflict.
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e India’s first international cycling race, the Bajaj Pune Grand Tour 2026 (Jan 19-23), will cover 437 km across the Deccan
Plateau and Sahyadri range, with MS Dhoni as goodwill ambassador and 171 riders from 35 countries participating.
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e Australia’s Mitchell Starc was named ICC Men’s Player of the Month for
December 2025, while South Africa’s Laura Wolvaardt won ICC Women'’s
Player of the Month.
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