CGraClKEx CURRENT AFFAIRS DAILY

el 24" January

( WBCS, WBP & Other Exams )

- National Girl Child Day is observed on 24 January to raise awareness about the challenges faced by girls and to
promote their education, rights, and empowerment; it was started in 2008 by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development, with goals aligned to schemes like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (2015) to improve the Child Sex Ratio.
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e The 49th International Kolkata Book Fair was inaugurated by CM Mamata Banerjee at the Boi Mela Ground, Salt Lake, with
Argentina as the theme country, a lifetime achievement award to Swapnomoy Chakraborty, China returning after 15 years,
while the USA and Bangladesh did not participate this year.
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+ Gujarat laid the foundation stone for India’s first integrated private satellite manufacturing plant, named ‘Palmnaro’,
at Khoraj in Sanand, to boost indigenous private-sector satellite and optical payload production.
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¢ India ranked 6th among 11 Asian countries in the Asia Manufacturing Index (AMI) 2026, released by Dezan Shira &
Associates, while China retained the top position.
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e Graca Machel was selected for the Indira Gandhi Peace Prize 2025, which carries X1 crore and is awarded by the Indira
Gandhi Memorial Trust for work in peace, development and humanitarian causes.
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¢ Global Water Bankruptcy Report (UNU-INWEH):

e The United Nations University’s water institute released the Global Water Bankruptcy report warning that many countries
are using more water than nature can replenish, causing permanent damage to rivers, groundwater and wetlands. It states
that terms like water stress are no longer sufficient as normal water balance has collapsed in many regions. Nearly 75% of
the world’s population lives in water-insecure countries; 70% of freshwater is used for agriculture, with 170 million
hectares under high stress. About 70% of major aquifers are depleting, leading to land subsidence, and 410 million hectares
of wetlands have been lost in the last 50 years.
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