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9 January is observed as NRI Day / Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) to honour the contribution of the Indian diaspora to
India’s development. The day marks the return of Mahatma
Gandhi from South Africa in 1915. PBD has been celebrated
since 2003 and, from 2015 onwards, it is held once every two
years.

The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA) is the highest
honour given to NRIs, PIOs or their institutions for promoting
India’s image abroad and serving the Indian community.
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Renowned ecologist Madhav Gadgil passed away. He was
the head of the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel
(Gadgil Commission) in 2010 and a 2024 UN Champions of
the Earth awardee. Gadgil established India’s first
biosphere reserve (Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, 1986),
helped frame the Biological Diversity Act, and contributed
to the Forest Rights Act. He was known for promoting
community-led conservation.
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The US under President Trump announced withdrawal from
66 international organisations, including UNFCCC and the
International Solar Alliance, affecting global climate
cooperation.
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At Kalinga Literary Festival 2026 (Jan 8-11), Achyutananda
Pati received the Kalinga Literary Award (India) for his
short stories on marginalised communities. Daisy
Rockwell got the Kalinga Literary Award (International)
for translating Geetanjali Shree’s Ret Samadhi. Ranjana
Niraula (Nepal) won the Kalinga Literary Award (Youth),
and Dr. Binod Chaudhury received the International
Living Legend Award.
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India became the first country to commercially produce bio-
bitumen from agricultural residues like rice straw for
sustainable road construction, developed by CSIR-CRRI &
CSIR-IIP.
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Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan launched the book “Sing,
Dance and Lead: Leadership Lessons from the Life of Srila
Prabhupada” by Hindol Sengupta, highlighting that leadership
can be joyful, participative, and humane.
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India’s first hydrogen-powered train began trial runs on the
Jind-Sonipat section, developed by ICF and tested by RDSO,
with zero CO, emissions.
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Ministry of Women and Child Development launched
PANKHUD]I, a digital portal to streamline CSR and partnership
initiatives for women and child development.
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