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( WBCS, WBP & Other Exams )

e Penguin Awareness Day is observed every year on 20 January to raise awareness about penguins, especially the five species
found in Antarctica, where the Emperor Penguin is the largest species.
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e Lucknow will host the three-day 86th All India Presiding Officers’ Conference (AIPOC) from 19-21 January 2026 at UP
Vidhan Bhavan, with Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla addressing both the inaugural and valedictory sessions, focusing on
technology-driven, transparent and accountable legislative processes.
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e Tamil Nadu has launched a new annual state award, ‘Semmozhi Illakiya Virudhu’ (Classical Language Literary Award), to
honour outstanding literary works in seven major Indian languages other than Hindi, with a cash prize of X5 lakh for each
language.
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e Veteran composer llaiyaraaja will be honoured with the Padmapani Award at the 11th Ajanta-Ellora International Film
Festival (28 Jan-1 Feb) for his unparalleled contribution to Indian cinema, carrying a memento, citation and 32 lakh cash
prize.
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e Indian-origin attorney Keshav Poddar has been sworn in as Jersey City’s Deputy Mayor for Housing and Economic
Development.
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e Uganda’s veteran leader Yoweri Museveni has secured a seventh term as President, continuing his long rule; Capital:
Kampala, Currency: Ugandan Shilling.

. TSR AU (ol 2SR YEICSH 77 AN G g1t Fibe 2races; arerdil: T, J@: Soro e |

e India skipped the BRICS Plus naval exercise “Will for Peace 2026”, a host-led, non-institutionalised drill hosted by South
Africa off Simon’s Town near Cape Town, involving navies of China, Russia, Iran, UAE and South Africa.
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