Tragedy and farce

Trump’s Venezuela strikes constitute
the latest act of US. imperialism
T ragedy has followed every act of imperial-

ism by the U.S., but under President Do-

nald Trump, the consequences have also
taken on a farcical character, typical of the
Theatre of the Absurd. In 2003, the invasion of
Iraq, on false premises to depose a dictator and
“export” democracy, instead rendered the nation
asunder, birthed outfits such as ISIS, and destabil-
ised West Asia. The same playbook was used later
in north Africa. In 2026, the world is witness to
another tragedy that is also a farce: a repeat of the
imperial script in Venezuela, orchestrated by a
Trump administration that has traded coercive di-
plomacy for bombing campaigns and naval block-
ades. The apprehension and forced exile of Vene-
zuelan President Nicolis Maduro is a flagrant
violation of international law and also flouts Arti-
cle 2 of the UN Charter. By conducting “interdic-
tions” of oil tankers and illegally killing civilians on
boats in Caribbean waters under the unproven
guise of anti-narcotics operations, the U.S. has by-
passed the UN Security Council to position itself as
judge and executioner. This intervention is driven
by a familiar calculus. The first is the resurrection
of the Monroe Doctrine to re-establish U.S. hege-
mony in the Americas, an order that regimes such
as Venezuela’s sought to upend through alterna-
tive alliances with Cuba. The second is the desire
to sever Latin America’s ties with China, as the Ma-
duro regime looked eastward for investment and
oil trade. The third is the cynical drive to control
Venezuela's very large crude reserves. These re-
sources represent a “prize” for U.S. business.

In any case, the U.Ss claims of victory could be
pyrrhic. While Madure’s governance was authori-
tarian, the United Socialist Party of Venezuela re-
tains a strong support base. The Bolivarian move-
ment rose to tackle the rampant inequality
fostered by previous U.S.-backed elite regimes. By
forcibly installing a new order, the U.S. is not “lib-
erating” the people but validating their fears of co-
lonial looting. The hypocrisy is stark. While the
Trump administration justifies Maduro’s removal
by labelling him a cartel leader without public evi-
dence, it ordered the release of the narcotics-traf-
ficking convicted former leader of Honduras, Juan
Orlando Hernandez, and helped facilitate the rise
of the pro-Washington Nasry Asfura. The hope that
a globalised, interdependent world would yield a
stable liberal order following the Cold War has
been repeatedly belied by the actions of the U.S.
and Russia. Yet, by withdrawing from climate ac-
cords and escalating tariff wars, the U.S. has sig-
nalled a contempt for international norms that
surpasses other egregious acts. Venezuela’s inva-
sion is the natural, violent conclusion of this isola-
tionist-imperialist hybrid of Trumpism. If the inter-
national community remains silent, it ratifies a
world order where sovereignty exists at Washing-
ton’s pleasure.
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Crack Vocab
e Imperialism - A policy where a powerful country dominates or controls other countries
e Farcical - So absurd that it becomes ridiculous
» Theatre of the Absurd - A style highlighting the meaningless or irrational nature of events
e Coercive diplomacy - Using threats or farce to influence another country’s decisions
o Naval blockade - Use of naval forces to block a country’s ports and trade
o Apprehension - Arrest or capture by authorities
» Forced exile - Being compelled to leave one’s country
 Flagrant - Shackingly obvious or blatant
 |Interdictions - Actions to stop or seize ships or goods
o Bypassed - Avoided or ignored official procedures
»  Hegemony - Dominance or leadership of one country over others
» Monroe Doctrine - A U.S. palicy asserting influence over the Americas
e Sever - Cut off or break ties
e Pyrrhic victory - A win that causes such heavy losses that it is almost a defeat
o Authoritarian - Exercising strict control with little political freedom
o Bolivarian movement - A political movement in Venezuela focused on sacial equality
e Hypacrisy - Claiming moral standards while acting in a contradictory way
o Belied - Shown to be false
e Egregious - Outstandingly bad or shacking
o Sovereignty - A country’s right to govern itself without external interference

U.S. Intervention in Venezuela: A Tragic and Contradictory
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The article argues that U.S. actions in Venezuela under former President Donald Trump
are another example of American imperialism that ends in tragedy and absurdity. It
compares the situation to earlier U.S. interventions, such as the Iraq war, which were
justified in the name of democracy but instead caused destruction and instability. In
Venezuela, the U.S. is accused of using military force, naval blockades and coercive
diplomacy, including the arrest and forced exile of President Nicolas Maduro, in violation
of international law and the UN Charter. The article says the real reasons behind this
intervention are to reassert U.S. dominance in the Americas, weaken Latin America's ties
with China, and gain control over Venezuela's large oil reserves. While Maduro's rule is
described as authoritarian, the U.S. intervention is seen as hypocritical and harmful,
reinforcing fears of foreign exploitation rather than helping Venezuelans. The article
warns that if the international community remains silent, it will allow a global order

where powerful countries decide the fate of weaker nations.
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