
The Brief Box

U.S. Intervention in Venezuela: A Tragic and Contradictory
Power Play

Imperialism – A policy where a powerful country dominates or controls other countries
 Farcical – So absurd that it becomes ridiculous
 Theatre of the Absurd – A style highlighting the meaningless or irrational nature of events
 Coercive diplomacy – Using threats or force to influence another country’s decisions
 Naval blockade – Use of naval forces to block a country’s ports and trade
 Apprehension – Arrest or capture by authorities
 Forced exile – Being compelled to leave one’s country
 Flagrant – Shockingly obvious or blatant
 Interdictions – Actions to stop or seize ships or goods
 Bypassed – Avoided or ignored official procedures
 Hegemony – Dominance or leadership of one country over others
 Monroe Doctrine – A U.S. policy asserting influence over the Americas
 Sever – Cut off or break ties
 Pyrrhic victory – A win that causes such heavy losses that it is almost a defeat
 Authoritarian – Exercising strict control with little political freedom
 Bolivarian movement – A political movement in Venezuela focused on social equality
 Hypocrisy – Claiming moral standards while acting in a contradictory way
 Belied – Shown to be false
 Egregious – Outstandingly bad or shocking
 Sovereignty – A country’s right to govern itself without external interference
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The article argues that U.S. actions in Venezuela under former President Donald Trump
are another example of American imperialism that ends in tragedy and absurdity. It
compares the situation to earlier U.S. interventions, such as the Iraq war, which were
justified in the name of democracy but instead caused destruction and instability. In
Venezuela, the U.S. is accused of using military force, naval blockades and coercive
diplomacy, including the arrest and forced exile of President Nicolás Maduro, in violation
of international law and the UN Charter. The article says the real reasons behind this
intervention are to reassert U.S. dominance in the Americas, weaken Latin America’s ties
with China, and gain control over Venezuela’s large oil reserves. While Maduro’s rule is
described as authoritarian, the U.S. intervention is seen as hypocritical and harmful,
reinforcing fears of foreign exploitation rather than helping Venezuelans. The article
warns that if the international community remains silent, it will allow a global order
where powerful countries decide the fate of weaker nations.
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