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Delhi and Berlin seek
common ground

NDIAAND Germany may differ on several issues, not least
in their respective approaches to Russia in the wake of its
2022 invasion of Ukraine. Yet amid the geopolitical dis-
ruptions unleashed by the American president nearly a
year into his tenure, both New Delhi and Berlin recognise the
need to find common ground. For Germany, the challenges
range from phasingout its energy dependence on Russiato the
USrolein Europe’s security architecture vis-a-vis Ukraine. India,
meanwhile, hastocontend with high US tariffs, sustained West-
ern pressure to curb its purchase of Russian oil, and the prob-
lems posed by China in the neighbourhood and with respect to
critical minerals and supply chains. Against this backdrop, Ger-
man Chancellor Friedrich Merz's visit to India this week, his first
official trip to Asia, and the agreements signed during his bilat-
eral meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlight the
importance both countries attach to the strategic partnership.
Germany is India’s largest trading partner within the Euro-
pean Union butitstrade volume with Chinais at least five times
larger. In their joint statement, PM Modi and Chancellor Merz
reiterated their support for concluding the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement at the upcoming EU-India Summit tobe held on Ja-
nuary 27. With an India-US trade deal still uncertain, an India-
EU FTA would strengthen India’s diversification and strategic
depth across supply chains, services, the green transition and
technology transfers. The joint statement also sets out, in detail,
plansto deepen defence and security cooperation between the
two countries. The timing could hardly be more consequential:
Faced with an emboldened Vladimir Putin, Merz has pledged
to make Germany Europe’s dominant military power, while
Indiaconfrontsterrorismand the China-Pakistan bloc. Another
challenge for India is the follow-up. Forexample, adeal with the
Germany company Thyssenkrupp for six diesel submarines
withair-independent propulsion has been plagued with delays.
Strengthening people-to-people ties was also a key focus of
the Modi-Merz meeting, particularly inthe area of skilled labour
mobility, given Germany’s labour shortage and rising demand
for healthcare professionals amid a shrinking workforce and
ageing population. In this context, the Joint Declaration of In-
tentonthe Global Skills Partnershipis a welcome development.
Atatimewhen the USisincreasingly tighteningeven legal path-
ways for skilled immigration, Germany — along with other EU
countries — offers an attractivealternative. Itisclear that India
and Germany are determined to deepen their partnership, even
asdifferences over Russia persist. The real test, however, willbe
implementing what is on paper effectively.
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 Geopolitical: Relating to the link between international politics and the
geography of a region.

e Disruptions: Disturbance or problems which interrupt an event, activity, or
process.

e Tenure: The period of time during which someone holds an important job or
office.
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e Architecture: In this context, the complex structure or system of security and

defense.
e Vis-a-vis: In relation to or in comparison with.
» Contend: To struggle or deal with a difficult situation or opposition.

o Tariffs: Taxes or duties to be paid on a particular class of imports or exports.

o Sustained: Continuing for an extended period without interruption.

e Bilateral: An agreement or discussion involving two different countries or
parties.

o Strategic: Relating to the identification of long-term goals and the means to
achieve them.

 Reiterated: To say something again or a number of times, typically for
emphasis.

o Diversification: The process of a country enlarging or varying its range of
products or partners.

 Consequential: Following as a result or effect; also meaning very important.

o Emboldened: Given the courage or confidence to do something or behave in a

certain way.

e Dominant: Most important, powerful, or influential.

e Plagued: To be continually troubled or distressed by something.

e Propulsion: The action of driving or pushing forward an object like a
submarine.

« Mobility: The ability to mave between different countries for work or living.

o Alternative: One of two or more available possibilities.

» Implementing: Putting a decision, plan, or agreement into official effect.
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Strengthening the Strategic
Bond Between India and
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Even though India and Germany have different views on some global
issues, such as the war in Ukraine, both countries are working hard to
become closer partners. Recently, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
visited India to meet with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. They discussed
important goals, like finishing a Free Trade Agreement between India and
the European Union by late January.

Both nations face similar challenges, including difficult trade relations
with the US and the growing influence of China. To help each other, they
plan to cooperate more on military defense, green energy, and
technology. A very important part of their meeting was a new agreement
to help Indian skilled workers, like healthcare professionals, move to
Germany to work. This is helpful because Germany has a labor shortage
while the US is making it harder for people to immigrate. Overall, while
they may not agree on everything, both countries believe that working
together is the best way to handle modern global problems.  €rackex
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