
Inevitability: Something that is certain to happen and cannot be avoided.
Existential: Relating to the continued existence or survival of something.
Autocratic: A system of government where one person has total power.
Repression: The act of using force to control or subdue a group of people.
Dissent: Having opinions that are different from those officially held.
Reformist: A person or leader who supports making gradual changes or
improvements.
Accountability: Being required to explain actions or take responsibility for
mistakes.
Emboldened: Feeling more confident or brave enough to take action.
Cautionary: Serving as a warning to avoid danger or mistakes.
Dynasty: A series of leaders or rulers belonging to the same family.
Entrench: To establish something so strongly that change is very difficult.
Narrative: A particular way of explaining or telling a story or event.
Conspiracy: A secret plan by a group to do something harmful or illegal.
Pretext: A false reason given to hide the real reason for an action.
Grievances: Complains about unfair treatment or wrongdoings.
Destabilised: Making a country or government weak or unsteady.
Retaliate: To hit back or get revenge for an attack.
Degraded: Reduced in quality, strength, or value.
Deadlock: A situation where no progress can be made; a complete
standstill.
Sanity: The state of having a healthy mind and using good judgment.

The Brief Box

Iranian Protests and the Risk of
Foreign Interference

Crack Vocab

Descriptive with
13
JAN

www.crackex.in

 2026 English

Iran is currently facing its second week of widespread protests caused
by a severe economic crisis and rising costs of living. Although there
were early hopes that the government would listen to the people, the
state has instead responded with a violent crackdown, cutting off the
internet and using force. Reports suggest that over 500 people have
already been killed by the regime, which views these protests as a threat
to its existence. While the government blames foreign enemies like the
US and Israel, the scale of this movement makes those excuses hard to
believe.
The situation is complicated by US President Donald Trump, who has
threatened military action if protesters are attacked. However, the
article warns that US intervention might actually help the Iranian regime.
It could allow the government to claim the protests are just a "foreign
conspiracy," giving them an excuse for even more violence. History
shows that outside interference often strengthens the current rulers
rather than helping the people. Ultimately, the article argues that unless
the government stops the violence and listens to its citizens, the deadly
standoff will only get worse.
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