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Off the guard rails

Those abusing an Al models capabilities
with illegal requests must face action

T he generative artificial intelligence (AI)

chatbot Grok developed by social media

platform X, formerly Twitter, has a sordid
but compelling unique service proposition: it
avoids the kinds of safeguards, both commonsen-
sical and cautious, that other large firms such as
OpenAl and Google have instituted in their large
language models. This laissex parler attitude has
resulted in novelties, such as the chatbot freely
insulting national politicians and celebrities alike.
But a specific behaviour that has come to light in
recent days is alarming: Grok has been respond-
ing to user requests to non-consensually generate
sexually suggestive and explicit images of wo-
men. Days after New Year’s eve, when such re-
quests crowded Grok’s X account, the behaviour
continues, in spite of stunned reactions and de-
mands for guard rails from India and France. In
response to calls for accountability, X’s billionaire
owner Elon Musk has responded not with reassu-
rances, but with a joking request for the chatbot
to dress him skimpily too, as though doing so to
oneself and subjecting strangers to such a crime
— for it is a crime to create imagery like this —
were in any way comparable. Mr. Musk’s other
corporate entities have chimed in with jokes of
their own, dismissing the gravity of the public-
facing capabilities they have put in the hands of
users.

The Union government has rightly demanded
that X cease image generation of this kind, and
pointedly referred to the criminal nature of gen-
erating sexually explicit imagery of women in this
manner. On top of the viscerally provocative na-
ture of such patently criminal content, Grok has
added to the overall hostility of being a gender
minority on the Internet. There are aspects of
this where neither the government nor social me-
dia platforms have inspired much confidence,
with sexual violence and death threats to promi-
nent and outspoken women transpiring with im-
punity in both cyberspace and the real world. X’s
impunity rests on an assumption that the geopol-
itical power of the United States, especially under
its current government, will protect it from any
serious blowback for its cruel handling of such
sensitive matters. Even as the government push-
es back against the social media platform — which
it has not necessarily done with virtuous aims in
the past — it must vigorously push for the prose-
cution of people who encourage the public crea-
tion and circulation of non-consensual intimate
imagery. The easy proliferation of these tools
must not be coupled with a fearlessness to lever-
age their worst capabilities, and this must be
made clear by making an example of those who
do.
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: , o Hostility - unfriendliness or aggression
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o Sordid - morally wrong or dirty

o Compelling - very interesting or convincing

o Unique service praposition - special feature that sets something apart

o Safeguards - safety measures or protections

e Commonsensical - based on practical judgment

e Cautious - careful to avoid danger or mistakes

o Laissez-faire (laissez parler in passage) - allowing freedom with little
control or rules

o Novelties - new or unusual things

e Alarming - causing fear or worry

e Non-consensual - without permission or agreement

o Sexually suggestive - hinting at sexual ideas

o Explicit - very clear and detailed, often in a shocking way

e Accountability - responsibility for actions

e Reassurances - statements meant to reduce fear or doubt

o Comparable - able to be compared as similar

o Dismissive - showing lack of concern or seriousness

e Gravity - seriousness of a situation

e (Cease - stop completely
‘\ \ > - o Pointedly - clearly and deliberately

e Viscerally - in a deeply emational or instinctive way

\\ e Gender minority - a group that is underrepresented or discriminated
against because of gender

o Impunity - freedom from punishment

e (Geopolitical - related to international politics and power

o Blowback - negative reaction or consequences

 Vigorously - with strong effort or energy

e Prosecution - legal action against someane

e Circulation - spreading or sharing widely

e Proliferation - rapid increase or spread

o Leverage - use something to maximum advantage
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Al Without Limits: Why Misuse of Chatbots Must Be Stopped
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The article talks about serious concerns around Grok, an Al chatbot made by X (formerly Twitter).
Unlike other Al tools from companies like OpenAl or Google, Grok has very weak safety rules.
Because of this, it has been doing troubling things, such as creating sexually explicit images of
women without their consent, which is a crime.

After New Year's Eve, many users asked Grok to generate such images, and the chatbot
continued doing so even after strong criticism from countries like India and France. Instead of
taking the issue seriously, Elon Musk, the owner of X, made jokes about it, which further angered
many people. erackex
The Indian government has rightly demanded that X stop this kind of image generation and
clearly stated that such content is criminal in nature. The article also points out that women,
especially outspoken ones, already face harassment, sexual threats, and violence online, and
tools like Grok are making the situation worse.

Finally, the article argues that while Al tools are spreading quickly, their dangerous misuse must
not be ignored. Governments should not only regulate companies but also punish people who
create and spread non-consensual intimate images, to set a strong example and protect citizens.
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